ENG103_Preparing to Write Assignment #2


As you embark on writing the research methodology, findings/results and discussion sections of your research paper, it is essential to understand that the process involves several steps. To ensure that you develop a well-organized and thoughtful paper, we will be breaking down the task into manageable sections. Each of these sections plays a critical role in guiding your research from its inception to completion. By completing these assignments, you will develop a deeper understanding of your topic, enhance your research skills, and produce a high-quality final paper.


Guidance for Completing the Assignments
Each task you are asked to complete corresponds to a specific part of your research paper. Completing these tasks will give you the structure and direction necessary to produce a comprehensive and well-researched final paper. Here’s why each section matters:
1. Introduction: The introduction sets the stage for your paper. It captures your reader’s attention, presents the background of your study, and introduces your research topic and its significance.
2. Research Objectives and Questions: These guide your research and keep you focused. By clearly defining what you hope to achieve, you ensure that your research is purposeful and directed.
3. Research Methods: The methods section outlines how you plan to collect and analyze data. It ensures that your approach is systematic and transparent, helping you to justify your choice of methods.
4. Research Ethics: Considering ethics is critical to conducting responsible research. This section will help you demonstrate your understanding of ethical practices and ensure the protection of any participants or data.
5. Results and Discussion: Here, you will present your findings and interpret their significance. This section is vital in showing the impact of your research and how it contributes to the field.
6. Conclusion: The conclusion summarizes the key points of your paper and suggests further areas for research. It leaves a lasting impression on the reader by reinforcing the importance of your work.


Here’s a more detailed step-by-step guide for students to help them complete each section of their research paper:

1. Title (10-20 words)

Your title is the first thing readers see, so make it dynamic, engaging, and clear. It should give an idea of the scope of your research, but it should also capture the reader's attention.
  Use keywords that represent the key concepts of your research.
  Be specific about the focus of your study.

Example: “The Role of Team Collaboration in Virtual Workspaces: Impact on Productivity and Communication”



2. Introduction (150 words)

The introduction sets the stage for your research. Start by giving some background on the topic—why it is important, and why you have chosen it. Follow these steps:
1. Begin with a hook: a striking fact, statistic, or question that draws the reader in.
2. Contextualize your topic: Briefly explain the broader context of your research.
3. Narrow the focus: Gradually move from the general background to the specific issue your research will address.
4. State your thesis: This is the core argument or focus of your paper. Make sure it is clear, concise, and directly related to your research objectives.

Example: “As remote work becomes more common, the role of virtual teams has gained importance. This research explores how team collaboration in virtual environments affects productivity and communication, providing insights into effective team management strategies.”

Word count: 150 words
[Add student name/names of contributors]


3. Research Objectives (100-130 words)

Your research objectives should explain what you intend to achieve with your study. Think of these as goals or targets for your research:
1. Begin with a statement that introduces your overall goal.
2. List specific objectives: These should be measurable and achievable within the scope of your research.
3. Be clear about the scope and focus of your study—what exactly do you aim to uncover?

Example:
· To analyze the impact of collaboration on the productivity of virtual teams.
· To examine how virtual team members communicate effectively in remote work environments.
· To identify strategies that enhance collaboration in virtual settings.

Word count: 100 words
[Add student name/names of contributors]


4. Research Questions (50-80 words)

Your research questions should directly relate to your objectives and guide your research process. They must be clear, focused, and answerable.
1. List 3-5 questions that cover the key areas of investigation.
2. Make sure each question reflects a specific aspect of your objectives.

Example:
· How does collaboration impact the productivity of virtual teams?
· What are the key challenges to effective communication in virtual workspaces?
· How do different collaboration tools affect team efficiency?



5. Research Methods (160-200 words)
This section outlines how you will conduct your research. It should provide enough detail for readers to understand how you will gather and analyze your data:
1. State your approach: Are you using qualitative, quantitative, or mixed methods?
2. Describe your sample: Who will you survey or interview? How many participants will you involve?
3. Explain your data collection tool: If using a survey, explain the type of questions you will ask and why.
4. Clarify your data analysis plan: Briefly describe how you will interpret the results (e.g., statistical analysis, thematic coding).
Example:
This study will use a quantitative approach, utilizing a survey to gather data from 100 remote team members across various industries. The survey will include Likert-scale questions to assess collaboration and communication practices. Data will be analyzed using descriptive statistics to identify trends and relationships between collaboration tools and productivity.
Word count: 180 words
[Add student name/names of contributors]



6. Research Ethics (100-130 words)

Ethics are a critical part of conducting responsible research. This section should show your awareness of the ethical standards you must follow:
1. Informed consent: Explain how you will ensure that participants know what the study is about and give their permission to participate.
2. Confidentiality: Discuss how you will protect the identity of your participants and ensure the privacy of their data.
3. Ethical approval: Mention any ethical guidelines or approvals needed for your research.
Example:
Participants will provide informed consent before taking part in the study. They will be informed about the purpose of the research and their right to withdraw at any time. Confidentiality will be ensured by anonymizing all data, and the research will comply with the university’s ethical guidelines.
Word count: 90 words
[Add student name/names of contributors]



7. Research Results and Discussion (300-400 words)

In this section, you will present the results of your research and interpret their significance:
1. Present the data: Begin by summarizing your key findings. Use charts or tables if applicable to illustrate the data.
2. Explain the results: What do these findings mean in the context of your research questions?
3. Compare with existing research: How do your findings relate to what others have discovered in this area?
4. Discuss limitations: Briefly mention any factors that may have impacted the results (e.g., small sample size).

Example:
The survey results show that teams using collaborative tools such as Slack and Zoom report a 20% increase in productivity. However, communication issues persist, particularly in large teams, where 30% of respondents indicated challenges in coordinating tasks. These findings align with previous research that emphasizes the need for clear communication channels in virtual settings.
Word count: 350 words
[Add student name/names of contributors]



8. Conclusion (150-180 words)
The conclusion summarizes your main points and leaves the reader with a final reflection on your research:
1. Restate your thesis: Reaffirm your main argument.
2. Summarize your findings: Briefly recap the key results of your study.
3. Suggest future research: Indicate any unanswered questions or areas for further exploration.

Example:
In conclusion, this study highlights the importance of effective collaboration tools in improving team productivity in virtual settings. The results suggest that while these tools enhance communication, challenges remain, especially in large teams. Future research could explore the role of leadership in virtual team success and investigate how different industries adapt to remote work.

Word count: 150 words
[Add student name/names of contributors]



9. Reference List
For the reference list, you need to include at least 3 sources cited in APA style. Here’s a reminder of how to format your references:
1. Author’s last name, first initial(s).
2. (Year of publication).
3. Title of the book or article (in italics for books).
4. Journal name (if applicable), volume(issue), page numbers.
5. DOI or URL (if available).

Example: Robbins, S. P., & Judge, T. A. (2022). Organizational behavior (18th ed.). Pearson.

[Add student name/names of contributors]


